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definitions: 
• carceral: relating to the prison industrial complex
• pedagogy: the practice/theory of teaching and learning
• carceral pedagogy: using practices/theories from the prison 

industrial complex in education
• abolitionism: ending the prison industrial complex; liberation
• cop shit: any pedagogical technique or technology that 

assumes an adversarial relationship between students and 
teachers



assumptions:
• the US criminal justice system functions as a contemporary 

system of racial control

• the institutions of policing, prisons, and jails are fundamentally 
racist, classist, ableist, transphobic, and oppressive

• not reformable 



examples of carceral pedagogy





cops in 
schools or 
on campus



metal 
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quite 
rooms



arming 
teachers

with f*cking
guns



bullet-proof 
backpacks 
and glass



facial recognition and biometrics



Plagiarism detection software

plagarism
detection 
software



remote test 
proctoring 
software



forced 
camera use 
and dress 

codes



abolitionist methods
• grounded in theory
• identification of carcerality
• collective action/protest
• community-based control

p.s. join a union

(note the last of diversity trainings)



abolitionist outcomes
• abolish the prison industrial complex (obvi)
• defund campus police departments
• ban all cop shit in schools
• never use CCI
• cancel all contracts with police/military/intelligence 
• drop all standardized testing (SAT, ACT, GRE, etc.)
• ungrading



beyond abolition
• redirect funds to mental health, housing, food security, 

transportation, domestic violence, etc.
• pay educators more, like way more
• all positions fully benefited with sick and vacation time
• no student goes hungry, unhoused, without healthcare



pedagogies of compassion
• intersectional feminist ethics of care
• anti-colonial approaches to liberation
• beloved community
• mutual aid


